
            



                   

 

 

 

 

     At 29, Shawn Wittig is the epitome of the spoiled rich kid living on the 

largesse of an indulgent single playboy father. The years of coddling by 

Dad, including avoiding prosecutions f or a DUI to manslaughter charges, 

continue to fuel Shawn's addictio ns to drugs and alcohol. When the law 

finally catches up with him, Shawn is released into a 

teaching/rehabilitation program at the local university run by JT Dalton, a 

brilliant but mysterious chemist. At first , JTõs and Shawnõs relationship is 

antagonistic, but after a late night in the chemistry lab, it becomes 

something deeper. Soon JT and Shawn are involved in an illicit and highly 

sexualized affair that begins to consume both their lives. When the 

University catches wind of the affair, JT is promptly  suspended and 

Shawnõs father forces the young man to give up his romance with his 

older professoré 
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Catherine Dao (Director/Producer/Writer) 

ά{ȅƳǇƘƻǊƛŀέ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ōŀōȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 

άŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘέ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ aŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ нлнлΦ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

screenplay took a year, from idea to green light, with 

double digit intensive rewrites. Principal Photography 

took only 21 days, not exactly flawless, but after over 

three decades as a working union actor on sets big and 

small, it was not beyond my skill set.  L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ LΩŘ 

knock out post-production in six months. Seriously. Reality slipped into a steep 

downward slope, as life took us through a world financial crisis, including two 

and a half years of rotating uninspired editors. I was forced to learn editing on 

my own, frantically and hysterically. Discovering the need for a truckload of new 

shots and innovative editing, three more years went by. Just as I thought we 

ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ά{ȅƳǇƘƻǊƛŀΣέ ƻƴŜ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ 

took me out for a year after various treatments to be cancer-free, plus two more 

years of recovery from chemo-brain, among other side-effects. One more year to 

update, polish and finish, just in time for a pandemic! This too shall pass. Yes, 

Baby άSymphoriaέ only took ten years, while raising a human child from boy to 

man.  
 

This taught me to discover the beauty of life, people and God. If you walked in 

my shoes, yoǳΩŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ !ǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŎƘŜƳƛǎǘ 

myself, I know that if we calculate the mathematical odds of finishing my film, 

ƻƴŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΤ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ōŀōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

insane number of mitotic divisions to reach a healthy baby, odds are against it. 

Yet, both are reality. I could not have done it without my cast and crew. Plus, I 

owe a great deal of love and sacrifice to our Executive Producer turned BFF, 

Nancy Isaak. Not only did she never abandon me, Nancy also was the visionary 

partner, an angel, my brilliant ǎŜƭŦƭŜǎǎ άǿƻǊƪ-ǿƛŦŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 

equation. Talk about άlaborέ of love! 
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Catherine Dao  (Director/Producer/Writer) As a Chinese-American immigrant making her way into the 

film business, it was only natural for Catherine to take a little detour to earn a Doctorate in Chemistry from 

USC, with full scholarship, of course. Little did her parents realize, was that what she learned as a scientist 

would serve to fuel her pursuit of a passion in filmmaking. Very early on in her career, numerous 

experiences in films and theatres have won her many positive responses in the press. The results of her 

ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ Lƴ CƻŎǳǎ ŦƻǊ 

ά/ƭƻǳŘ ŀƴŘ aƻƻƴέ ǿƛǘƘ /Ƙeng-{ƛƳ [ƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ CƛƭƳ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ άYŀƭƛǘƻέ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊȅ WŀƴŜ 

9ƛǎŜƴōŜǊƎΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ ά! /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ŀǊƛƴƎΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ [Φ !Φ 9ƳƳȅΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ 

by sit-ŎƻƳ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ aŀǊȅ [ƻǳ .ŜƭƭƛΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ά.ƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŀ CŜŀǘƘŜǊΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻƴ ǘhe Houston Worldfest Bronze 

Award AND the Crystal Award of Excellence, directed by Lisa Dalton. 

As a veteran actor of the theatre, Catherine's portrayal of a young Hiroshima survivor of the atomic bomb 

in "A-Bomb Beauties" was noted by The Hollywood Reporter, calling it "outstanding.., Dao captures the 

anguish of a woman torn from her culture." Some of her other film and television credits also include        

LA LAW, ah9{I!Σ ¦b{h[±95 a¸{¢9wL9{Σ D9b9w![ Ih{tL¢![Σ ¢I9 5L±L{LhbΣ .9¢Ωǎ CLw9 !b5 L/9Σ ¢I9 

TONIGHT {Ih²Σ ¦bC!.¦[h¦{Σ ¢I9 {IL9[5Σ Dw9¸Ω{ !b!¢ha¸Σ /¸.9w .!b5L¢{Σ ǘƘŜ WƛƳƳƛŜ !ǿŀǊŘ-

winning film CHINA CRY, and starred in the feature KILLER BABE FOR THE CIA with James Hong, which 

became a cult film and The Hollywood Reporter singled her out for an honorable mention. Also, she is the 

ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ ƛƴ .ƻō ½ŜƳŜŎƪƛǎΩ /hb¢!/¢Φ !ƴŘΣ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭǳȄǳǊȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

Oscar-winning Asian-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ ¸ǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ άtLbD thbD t[!¸!Φέ 

/ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƴƎ ōŜƎŀƴ after her actor friends would repeatedly ask her to direct their 

monologues and scenes for auditions. This interest evolved into a desire to write her own material. Utilizing 

ƘŜǊ ŎƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜΣ ǎƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜǊ ά{ȅƳǇƘƻǊƛŀΣέ ƘŜǊ ŦƛŦǘƘ ŦŜŀture screenplay, 

ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ {ǘŀȅ ǘǳƴŜŘΦ bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƘƻƻƪŜŘΣ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ Ǉƭƻǘǎ ǘƻ 

further her directing career. 

 
Nancy Isaak  (Executive Producer/Second Unit Director) Nancy is the Gemini-nominated author of the 

άоср 5ŀȅǎ vǳŀŘǊƛƭƻƎȅέΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ор ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘǊŜǎǎΣ 

ŀ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊΦ Lƴ нлло ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƭŦǊŜŘ tΦ {ƭƻŀƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ άDƭƻǿ ²ƻǊƳǎέΣ ŀ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŦƛƭƳ 

based in the hard sciences (physics). Following that, in 2008, she won the WGA/Commission ile de France 

CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ άср wƻǎŜǎέΣ ŀ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΣ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ 

and the United States.  At present, she is working ƻƴ ά!ƴŀǊŎƘȅέΣ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ                      

post-apocalyptic/horror novel. 

Executive Producer  
Nancy Isaak  
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Producer  

Diane Peterson  

 

 

Diane Peterson  (Producer) hails from Elmwood Park, New Jersey. A graduate of the University of Miami with a 

BA Degree in Drama, Diane now resides in Malibu, California. Diane produced plays for several years at the Malibu 

Playhouse. She is also a stuntwoman and actress in motion pictures and television shows. Diane was a producer on 

άSymphoriaέ and enjoyed working with Catherine Dao and Nancy Isaak. Her soon to be published memoir, 

Hollywood Stuntwoman, is sure to be an exciting read. 

Hiroyuki Haga  (Local 600 Cinematographer/Director of Photography) Hiro has worked professionally in Los 

Angeles for 10 years. He is originally from Fukuoka, Japan and moved to US in 2006. He majored in Cinematography 

at California State University, Northridge and graduated in 2011. Through experiences working with A.S.C. / J.S.C 

cinematographers, he has learned aesthetics of cinema, and also technical aspects of all film/digital cinema. Hiro 

has worked as a DP with professionals on Films, Commercials, TVs, and Music Videos, which have been shown on 

TV and theaters all over Asia, Europe and USA. Recent projects include an original Sci-Fi series called ά5ǊŜŀƳ 

wŀƛŘŜǊέ ŦƻǊ I.h !ǎƛŀΣ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ DƻƻƎƭŜΣ /ƻŎŀ-Cola and Nissan. Not only is he outside-the-box creative and 

has great work ethics, Hiro is also a pleasure to work with on sets, and he goes above and beyond for each project. 

Symphoria was lucky to have him as our DP.    http://www.hirohdp.com/ 

David Lamont (Composer/Original Music) David is a native Angeleno. He started piano at four, flute at eight, 

going on to earn a BA from UCLA in flute performance where he studied with Sheridon Stokes. He then attended 

Cal State University, Northridge, where he earned an M.A. in Musicology. Subsequent teachers include James 

Newton, Charlie Shoemake, Ira Shulman, Bill Greene, Mark Carlson and French horn legend Fred Fox. He has 

participated in master classes with Eddie Daniels and the late Julius Hemphill (World Saxophone Quartet). David 

has recorded the Claude Bolling Suite For Flute and Jazz Piano, http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/davidlamont and has 

been a member of The Escovedo Project, touring worldwide and featured on their CD and video. He was the 

bandleader for the Jazz From U.N.C.L.E. performance and recording, produced by Oscar winner Robert Short and 

Variety writer Jon Burlingame. He as recorded frequently with the Los Angeles Flute Orchestra, and has been 

featured in many other recordings including film, Emmy Award winning television shows, and radio. David has 

composed for short film and radio, and scored the feature film, Symphoria. He has worked with such artists as 

Richie Cole, Nedra Wheeler, Stanley Jordan, Larry Goldings, Ali Ryerson, Jim Walker, and performed in nearly every 

venue in the Los Angeles area. Musical theatre performances include the EastWest Theatre (now the Union Center 

of Performing Arts) and the Malibu Playhouse. He is a regular member as contrabass flutist with the Los Angeles 

Flute Orchestra and also performs regularly with various chamber groups and jazz combos throughout the 

Southern California area while maintaining a busy teaching schedule of flute, piano and saxophone students in 

Malibu, CA. Instruments include: Flute, Piccolo, Eb flute, Alto flute, Bass flute, Contrabass flute, Baroque (1 keyed) 

flute, Irish (8 keyed) flute and keyboards. 

Director of  
Photography    

 

Hiroyuki Haga  

Composer, 

Original Music  

 

David Lamont  
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Project Type:   Feature 

Genres:    Thriller, Psychological Thriller  

Runtime:    1 hour 35 minutes 30 seconds 

Completion Date:   March, 2020  

Country of Origin:  United States 

Country of Filming:  United States 

Language:    Mostly English, Some Chinese 

Shooting Format:   Digital  

Aspect Ratio:   16:9 

Film Color:    Color 

Project Links  

¶  Website:   https://symphoriamovie.com/   

¶  Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/symphoriathemovie/ 

¶  Twitter:   https://twitter.com/symphoriamovie 

¶  Instagram:  https://instagram.com/symphoriathemoviecat 

 

Symphoria. Sounds ƭƛƪŜ ŀ άƘŀǇǇȅέ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǊƳΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ ŜǳǇƘƻǊƛŀΣ ƻƴƭȅ with music? 

wŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ƎǳŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎȅƳǇƘƻǊƛŀέ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ symphoro, to bring 

together usefully (sym = together, phero Ґ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎύΦ Lǘ ƛǎΧ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘȅΚ ! ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǊƳΗ 

Symphoria is the art of stereochemistry where reactants are brought ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǇŜǊŦŜŎǘέ 

three-dimensional spatial relationship in order to catalyze a desired reaction. English 

translation = If you shove some right stuff into the right place at the right time, you can 

make some good shi#!@ happen, or you can get very dark and twisted. Can you see where 

ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘΣ ƘŜǊŜΚΗ 

A body part on Professor JT Dalton no longer exist on the actress Catherine Dao. Do you 

ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅΚ wƛƎƘǘ ōǊŜŀǎǘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΦ bƻ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊΗ 

The last names of all the characters in Symphoria are named after renowned scientists. 

https://www.symphoriamovie.com/
https://www.facebook.com/symphoriathemovie/
https://twitter.com/symphoriamovie
https://instagram.com/symphoriathemoviecat
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